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 Main Scripture: Exodus 33:7-11 - "Moses took his tent and pitched it outside the camp, far from 

the camp, and called it the tabernacle of meeting. And it came to pass that everyone who sought 

the Lord went out to the tabernacle of meeting which was outside the camp.  

8 So it was, whenever Moses went out to the tabernacle, that all the people rose, and each man 

stood at his tent door and watched Moses until he had gone into the tabernacle.  

9 And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and 

stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses.  

10 All the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the tabernacle door, and all the people rose 

and worshiped, each man in his tent door.  

11 So the Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to 

the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the 

tabernacle." 

o How awesome it would have been to see the glory of the Lord, to see the glory 

manifested through a pillar of cloud descending on the tabernacle. 

 The presence of the Lord never left the camp. 

 What this generation needs more than an amazing church service is the 

presence of God moving and walking in our midst 

 A wonderful church service, with high emotion and good music and the 

bells and whistles, will not save or change us, only the presence of the 

Lord! 

 Every time you walked outside (in the Israelites camp) you were brought into 

remembrance of the glory and the presence of the Lord. Your nightlight was the 

presence of God! 

 We don't need another show; we need a move of God where the presence 

of God is real and working in our lives. 

 We need to live in such a way that when we encounter others they will 

realize that something is different and have a God encounter because the 

presence of the Lord is manifested in all we say and do. 

 It doesn't matter where you are, in the presence of the Lord we have the 

ability to be changed! 

o Moses took the tabernacle and moved it outside of the camp, where it was still visible, 

but not as close. Why? 

 During the moments when Moses had been in the presence of the Lord, the rest 

of the Israelites were sinning and worshipping other Gods. They were good at 

making idols. 

 It's possible to make an idol even out of the blessing of the Lord. You can 

come to a place where you idolize the blessing more than you fear the 

Lord. 

 Sometimes the thing that God blesses you with can be the same things that 

cause you to fall. Be careful to use the blessings appropriately and keep 

the Lord as top priority, even over the blessing. 

o Moses then challenges the Israelites and asks them "who is for the Lord?" and only the 

Levites came to him. The Lord then used the Levites as a deadly judgement of many of 

the idolaters. 



 There comes a responsibility to live holy in the midst of the presence of God. 

 You can't live like the devil and then expect the Lord to touch you on the 

weekend... you need to live in a place of holiness and live holy so you can stay in 

the presence constantly. 

 If you want to see God move in a mighty way, come before Him and allow him 

to change you and put away all evil from your life! 

 Isaiah 59:1-2 - " Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear 

heavy, That it cannot hear. 

2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face 

from you, So that He will not hear." 

o There is an important tie between holiness and the presence of the Lord. 

o Moses recognizes that the Israelites don't deserve the presence of the Lord. Even though 

God is aggravated with them, his presence remained in the camp. 

 No matter what you have done, no matter where you are, no matter how you've 

failed, just like with the Israelites, the presence is still visible and accessible in 

your life. 

o Whenever Moses would go to the tabernacle, the Israelites would stand outside their 

doors and worship God until Moses went into the tabernacle. Why didn't anyone ever go 

with Him to be in the presence? 

 Why not run to, even chase after, God's presence? 

 Why stay at the door of your tent? 

 Busy? Other things are too important? Disbelief? 

 The Israelites were able to live near the presence of the Lord without fully 

participating in it... they let it become normal, commonplace, and they let 

their lives and concerns become more important to them... they just 

stayed in the doors of their tents. 

o Your priorities are not as important as the presence of the Lord. 

o If you want to experience the fullness of the Lord, you need to 

actively seek the presence! 

o Your level of devotion to the Lord will always play out in how 

you move toward the presence of God. 

o While everyone is standing and worshipping the Lord from their tent doors... isn't it 

ironic that the person who would take Moses' place in the future, Joshua, was the only 

one who followed Moses to the tabernacle? 

 Joshua didn't wait at his door, he chased after the presence of God. 

 God later elevated Joshua even though Joshua wasn't looking for elevating 

anything or anyone but God. 

 James 4:8 - "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 

and purify your hearts, you double-minded." 

 Acts 13:22 - "And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom 

also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after 

My own heart, who will do all My will.’" 

o David was set apart because he sought after the presence of the Lord. 

 Philippians 2:12-13 - "Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence 

only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;  

13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure." 

o Don't misinterpret this scripture. Many think this makes them their "own boss" because 

they are told to work out their own salvation. 

 The attitude - "don't judge me... I'm working out my OWN salvation..." 



 They miss the rest of the verse... "with fear and trembling for it is God who 

works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure." 

 Exodus 34:29 - "Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets 

of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did 

not know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him." 

o God called Moses a "friend of God" because he sought after His presence. He showed 

him His glory. 

o Will you be the one who will say "I'm leaving my priorities, my desires, and my pride 

behind to seek and to run after the presence of the Lord?" If you want to see the mighty 

works of God, don't let someone else bring in the glory of God for you... you be the one 

to seek the Glory. 

 What would a church service be like if everyone was seeking the presence of the 

Lord? 

 Go after God and see God work wonders in your life. See Him move mountains 

in your family. See him change your community. 

 

Challenge: Will you choose to just stand in your door, or will you run to the presence and be changed? 

Stay "In the Door No More." 

   

 


