
"Strike the Arrow" 

Main Scripture: 2 Kings 13:14-18 
 

● Elisha, a man of God and a mighty prophet, will pass away soon. 
● Israel has been oppressed by the Syrians and they are guilty of much idolatry. 
● King Joash comes to visit Elisha in his bedchamber (normally a place of quiet and 

intimacy) and weeps because of Elisha's condition and because of the condition of Israel 
(oppression, idolatry, weakness). 

○ Sometimes when you go through life you can allow your heart to become heavy 
and you can lose your focus. 

○ Even though his heart is troubled and he doesn't know what tomorrow may bring, 
he goes to that private place to seek counsel with the prophet. 

○ How many times have we gone to the private place with the Lord and been 
strengthened and encouraged, where we can hear the Word and voice of the 
Lord? 

○ It is always good to find refuge in the ROCK, where we can rest in Him and find 
fullness of joy. 

○ Psalms 63:1-4 
■ David's cry to God to hear his prayer and answer when his heart is 

overwhelmed: "Lead me to the rock that is higher than I." 
■ Never hesitate to go to the Rock that is higher than you. 

● Joash comes to seek the Word of the Lord and Elisha gives it: 
● Joash opens the east window (as Elisha directed) toward Syria, and fires an arrow 

(represents deliverance). 
● Joash is then directed to take the arrows in his hand and "Strike the ground". 
● Joash then takes the arrows and hesitantly, reluctantly, and half-heartedly strikes the 

ground three times. 
● Elisha is then angry and tells him "If only you had struck (wholeheartedly) five or six 

times you would have destroyed the enemy. Now you will only strike them three times." 
○ How many times have we only responded half-heartedly in our walks with God? 

How many times have we just done the bare-minimum? 
○ We need to begin to strike the arrow (obey the Lord with all boldness and 

confidence in the Lord) in our lives. We need to be sensitive to God's voice (to 
strike the arrow with aggressiveness, and not to stop when we are tired). 

○ The Lord doesn't want passiveness, but boldness to act with the weapons that he 
has given us, living confidently in who He is and who we are in Him. 

■ Spend time in the Lord's bedchamber (place of quiet and intimacy) and 
grow close to Hiim daily, hearing His voice. 



■ Live obediently, confidently, and boldly in everything God commands 
when you hear His voice, we can be confident in Him, and serve/obey 
with our whole heart. 

● Joash's partial obedience would only produce partial victories. 
○ Whatever you do, don't be complacent towards the commands of God. Strike the 

arrow. 
○ You failed yesterday, the day, week, month before, but it's a new day. Take the 

arrow and strike wholeheartedly. 
 

More Scriptures: 
Psalms 119:10 "With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your 
commandments!" 
Psalms 119:34 "Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; Indeed, I shall observe it 
with my whole heart." 
Psalms 138:1-2 "I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to 
You. I will worship toward your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your lovingkindness and 
Your truth; for You have magnified Your word above all Your name." 
 


